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’Tis the season for scroll-
sawing wooden tree orna-

ments, decorations, and holi-

- day gifts. But maybe you're
tired of cranking out the same

~ old cookie-pattern cutouts on
~ your scroll saw. We are. So this

- year we decided to have some
- real fun with our saw. Also, we

~ wanted to turn out some
‘scroll-sawn gifts that would

make our friends and relatives

' :.::_sgy_'f‘HOsHOI”, not “ho-hum”.
- In the process, we came up

with six neat scroll-saw tech-
niques. We hope they’ll spark
your imagination — for holi-
day gifts, and projects the
year-round.

Our Gift To You: We'll give you a
set of full-size patterns for the proj-
ects illustrating these techniques,
free for the asking. Just send a self-
‘addressed stamped envelope to:
SCROLL SAW PATTERNS

WOOD Magazine

1716 Locust St.
‘Des Moines, IA 503306.

34

{
T

ECHNIQU

e
o

ES

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, CHOOSE YOUR BLADES

The chart at right lists the best
blade sizes for the techniques
shown in this article, provided you
use the stock thicknesses suggested
in the chart and in the text.

If you use thicker material, select
a wider, thicker blade with fewer
teeth per inch. For thinner material,
use a narrower, thinner blade with
more tecth. Likewise, if you're cut-
ting an intricate pattern with lots of
sharp curves, use a narrower blade
than is ordinarily recommended for
the thickness of stock you're cut-
ting. The reverse is true if you're
cutting straight lines, or patterns
with gentle curves.

CAUTION: Some of the photos
in this article show the saw’s
hold-down foot elevated so you
can better see whats going on,
But we recommend you Reep the
Jfoot in ils proper position—
down against the stock—uwhbile
making all cuts. On most scroll
saws, the foot not only bolds the
stock firmly against the table
while you're cutting, but also
serves as a blade guard to protect

your fingers from the blade.

Technique

Blade*

1. Wooden
Puzzle

W

T

TPI

.037-.040

.015-.016

13-14

2. Scroll-Saw
Puzzle

.029-.032

.012-.013

18-20

3. Relief
Technigue
41" stock

.053-.063

.018-.019

9.5-11.5

4, Inlay
Technique

Wa"-15" total

thickness

.037-.043

.015-.016

12-14

5. Wood
Sculpture

Va"-3" stock

12"-34" stock

.037-.040
.043-.053

.015-.016
.016-.018

13-14
11.5-12

6. Stack
Cutting
&"-14" total
thickness

.029-.032

.012-.013

18-20

*W-width, T-thickness, TPI-teeth per inch

Note: We chose these blade sizes based
on their ability to make tight, intricate cuts
in the stock thicknesses indicated. Use
wider blades for simple patterns and
straight-line cutting.
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Cut out the oval on the scroll saw, staying slightly outside Glue the cut-out pieces to the frame from the back side. Use
the line. Then, remove the waste with a disk sander. cotton swabs to spread the glue evenly.

Upper left. To determine the exact table angle for making
inlays, make test cuts in the waste portion of your work-
piece. The plug from the top piece should fit snugly into
the piece underneath as it does in the test cut at right.

Lower Ieft. Use the last test plug you made as a guide to drill
the blade-threading hole at the correct angle.

Above. When cutting outside curves, the blade may drift
outside the line. To compensate, slow the feed rate and
apply pressure against the downhill side of the blade.

Continued
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We found our stationary belt sander an excellent

tool for quickly sculpting larger parts. You also
can shape the parts on a disk sander or drum

Mount the pattern pieces on stock of different thicknesses and kinds of
wood, then cut out the individual parts on your scroll saw.

Above. Double-faced tape holds the stacked pieces together
while you cut out the ornament parts.

Upper right. Attach an auxiliary top of %" plywood to the scroll
saw table, and drill a small hole for the blade. This keeps tiny

pieces from falling through the blade slot in the table.

Right. Lay the parts on a piece of waxed paper, and glue them
together with a quick-set epoxy. Use small brads to help hold
the pieces together until the glue dries. &8
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sander. Shape smaller parts by hand sanding.

Produced by James R. Downing and Jim Barrett
Photographs: Jim Kascoutas and Bob Calmer




“Six hundred beds of the common
measure were brought in carriages,
and worked up in my house. A hun-
dred and fifty of their beds, sewn to-
gether, made up the breadth and
length; and these were four double,
which, however, kept me very indiffer-
ently from the hardness of the floor,

that was of smooth stone.”
s — Jonathan Swift,
Gulliver’s Travels
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An exciting 18-page array of easy-to-build
* * projects guaranteed to bring smiles of
appreciation to the faces of those lucky folks
on your “Very Important Persons” list
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