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In retirement, lllinoisan
Geqrge Goatey has
loads of fun adding

‘personality
/to'the basic box

CASES TO
CATCH A
CRAFTSMAN’S
FANCY

! Print this article
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ith a grin spreading across
his neatly bearded face,
George Goatey says “I'm

having so much fun, I hope that
I'm lucky enough to have it last 35
years, just like my job did!”” And he
isn’t kidding.

Ever since his retirement five
years ago from the St. Louis-based
Union Electric Company where he
was a service manager, George, 63,
has busied his days with basswood.
From the spacious walkout base-
ment shop at his home in
Columbia, Illinois, he’s turned out
everything from caricature carvings
to ones in an old-world Santa style,
and lots of gorgeous, hand-crafted
boxes. In fact, George often
becomes so involved in his work
that his wife, Marlene, gets worried
by the silence and has to check on

Continued

In his fifth year of retirement, craftsman
George Goatey feels that he has never
been busier—or happier. George builds
special boxes for collectors who special-
ize, and his own carving box featuring
relief-carved tools is no exception.
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Above: George accents his finely crafted
boxes with carvings that often flow
over the lid, such as this strap hinge.

Top left: This basswood creation has
already caught the eye of a timepiece
connoisseur. The inner tray neatly cra-
dles ten pocket watches.

Middle left: A box destined for a cabi-
netmaker has an overhanging lid, one
of several lid designs George uses. Note
the carved hand-plane handles.

Bottom left: Flowing the lid carving
over onto the front of the box requires
exact measurement as well as skill.

the box,” he says firmly. The rea-
son? It’s not because George fears
edge-to-edge gluing, joint failure,
or wood movement, but instead,
staining. “You see, with bass-
wood, at least the locally grown
basswood I get from my supplier
over in Peron [Illinois], each
board seems to take the stain dif-
ferently. A box made up of wood
from different boards could end
up looking blotchy,” he says.

“That’s why I prefer to make the
box to fit the board I have on
hand.” he continues. “And I'm
talking a board wide enough to do
the top as well as the sides and
bottom without edgejoining—say
nine to fourteen inches. And it has
to be long enough to wrap
around. I guess you could say that
I wrap the board around the box!”

The many fine details of

hand-craftsmanship

Like most other woodworkers in
these days of reliable power tools,
George relies on a planer and a
table saw to machine his boards
to size. But when it comes to
joining, this craftsman sticks
strictly to hand tools.

“I"'ve always admired hand-cut
dovetails, so that’s how I assemble
my boxes. But I'm not inhibited
by any rules over making them.

Continued
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Some reader letters really grab our atten-
tion, such as the one we received from
John Grant of Palmer, Alaska. It began,
“You’re not going to believe what I am
about to tell you. I know how to taper a
round table leg on my router table using
only a straight bit.” John went on to
describe his easy-to-do process for attach-
ing wooden discs to both ends of a piece of

42 ‘= IPrintithistarticle

stock, then rotating the stock over a spinning
straight bit to make it round.

After reading his letter, we tried his proce-
dures in the WOOD« magazine shop. They
worked like a charm! Before too long, we
found ways to produce flutes, coves, and
beads, too. The results were truly impressive.
Now, we’re ready to introduce you to these
incredibly simple and accurate techniques.
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Screw (supplied with knob)

/8" hole centered

716" hole —
centered

Glue top and
top octagon

Bottom octagon
(1/4" stock)

(3/4 x 7" dia.)

Top .oclagon
7 (/4" stock)

together
Nut and flath Cut Top octagon to fit
washer interior of cookie jar
2t

EXPLODED
VIEW

Glue bottom and bottom
octagon to cookie jar

= _»—1/4" beading bit

] |- Top octagon

3/16" point-cutting
: / round-over bit

[=———6ldia

(3!4" straight bit
"~ Cookie body

SECTION
VIEW

)—-— 65" dia.

Bottom octagon

—-%";_5_3??2‘;::?}—- 7" dia.

23/4"

COONIL

Project Design: James R. Downing  Ilustrations: Kim Downing  Photograph: John Hetherington

34 x 2%/a x 7" stock

COOKIE JAR

BLANK
(TOP VIEW)

~___Use inside of cookie jar to———a
mark pattern for top and
bottom octagons

221/2° bevels on both -
edges of each board .
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